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CONFESSIONS OF A WIFE
WHERE TWOC OR THREE ARE GATHERED TOCETHER

“What's all this, Miss Margarst,
that [ am readng so much about late-

I¥?" asked Ainnle thin moming
“This fominist question? 1 went to
o lecture st night and & little

mouse-colored woman of about 45
declared  vehemently that ‘“Every
womnn should have the privilege of
chopsing the father of ber children.' ™

Moilie, who sitting beside my bed
heiping Annie with her haby clothes
began to luegh.

‘I made me latgh. too, Mallle,
durlin''" continued Annie with thit
Irtib twinkle in her eyes thut | love
s will, “for 1 sald to my=elf, 'Sure;
we tan't be doin' muel elss than
choosin® the fmther of pur children
when we marry theu.' " )

“What she might have meant. An-
nle" sald Mollie, “is that if & wonun
wanted children z2ud no husband she
should be allowed to have them.”

“Now, Mollle, you are muaking fun
of me!™ exclaimed Annie, while her
faece expressed both a desire to Inugh
untl & horror of the Iden. c

“Na, Annie, Tam nol; 4 good many
women are advoenting these thearies
now.
miiries that ¥ou would huve found
the woman sho made the statement
wus an unnerried woman”

“Of vourse she was, for | askad.*
sail Annle.

“Well perhaps that poor woman's
arme ache (o ¢lasp a baby." sug-
zested Mollie,

“Well. there are plenty running
around Jogse that would be plad to
It her elssp then,™ was Annle's ob-
sepvation, “What woild be the ph-
jectlon of her choosing a haby In-
stead of p father to one™™

I laughed nloud. There was the
aulek mind of the Irish woman and
the courags to prick any bubble—no
matter how Jarge and iridezcspt—
thut was palning itsalf off as some-
thing stalile:

“T have been thinking and tullling

' wager if you had made in- |

& lot about this marriags guastion
since | married.” said Mollie. “and 1
have come to the conclysion that
marriage as we now know It s far
from being & perfect institution.”

Annie looked up in horror.

“Whatever do you mean by that?"
she asked. “Dp you mean you don't
believe in marriage?”

“Certainly, Annie, | believe in it as
the best thing we have, to date, for
the propagation of the race and the
sanctification of the home, without
which no country can live. But Tdo
not think it I a perfect urrangement
by any means If it were perfect
there would be no divorces. you
know, I bellove a marriuge ceremo-
ninl shoult be a civil service only, I
really don't think marriage has any-
thing to do with one’s religion, except
in the moral sense in which every act
that a person does affects religious
falth more or less™

“Look heres, Mollle,” 1 interrupted,
“this is pot you talking. but Chad™

“Perhapg,” she aequiesved, “and
vet Chad is quite ns conventional and
!anth to disiurh things us s the av-
erage man,
"\'ea Y safd Annie, with a laugh, “T
have noticed that whether It was Mr.
Symone with all his money and adu-
catiop, or my Terry with only his na-
tive wit and good nature, each |s
quite willing that his wife should
gunrd the morals and religion of the
family.”

‘Which Is a2 I should be, Annle,
A woman should be more moral than
a man,” said I

“Why?" said Molle, quickly. “Is
she not just as human?: Does she
not have the same temptations and

the same Incentivea?™
*Yes, but to her [ intrusted the

greatest of all work of civilization. ™

“(o Into the conservation business
vary extonsively s wha! most man
believe™ interrupmed Anule, “which
brivgs us buck o the fust question,
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